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A Letter to our Supporters
The phrase “now more than ever” has become increasingly
common. As the impact of policy and politics on the day to day
lives of Americans continues to grow, so too does the
importance of Americans’ day to day impact on politics. Now
more than ever it is important to stay informed, to call your
representatives, to cast your vote.
And, now more than ever, people are staying informed.
Americans are acknowledging the importance of media literacy
and civic education. They are contacting their representatives,
as individual Americans, and collectively with petitions and
protests. Come November, they will vote. Americans are rising
to the challenge of holding their government accountable.
We know this in part because this year use of GovTrack.us has
increased by almost 50%. With a greater demand for civic
action has come a greater demand for civic transparency, and
we at GovTrack are proud to be of assistance to the many
Americans looking to impact their government.
Here in the GovTrack.us 2020 Backer Update, we outline the
work we have done in the past year to create new tools for
Americans to track Congress, and to maintain our existing
resources. And we once again thank our supporters for allowing
us to continue our work.

Keep Tracking Congress,
The GovTrack Team

Covering History in the Making
COVID-19
We’re tracking COVID-19 in Congress on GovTrack.us/
covid-19. There you can find information on legislative
policy enacted in response to the virus, Members of
Congress that have had or have come in contact with it, and
how Members of Congress are voting by proxy to prevent its
spread.

Legislators who have come in contact with COVID-19.

On GovTrack Insider, we’re writing feature articles covering
Congress’ response to COVID-19. Here are some we’ve written
so far:
•

What were some of the 29 congressional bills incorporated into the $2
trillion CARES Act?

•

The four major packages enacted in response to COVID-19 so far

•

What did Congress do during the 1918 flu pandemic?

Civil Rights
Protesters have taken to the streets to address the issue of
police brutality, demanding that funding for the police be
redistributed to healthcare, housing, education, and other
social services. We took a look at the demands of the civil
rights protesters and what Congress can do.
Follow our ongoing coverage of Congress’ response to the
new civil rights movement on GovTrack Insider.

Impeachment
It may seem like years ago, but the impeachment of
President Trump was only last fall. We created
Impeachment.Guide, a website detailing the charges against
the President, a chronology of his impeachment, and the
impeachment process.

A segment of the Impeachment.Guide chronology.

GovTrack Insider
Of course, we’re still summarizing legislation and writing
feature articles about Congress. Here are a couple recent
articles we’re proud of:
•

Which federal holidays has Congress proposed since MLK day was
passed in 1983?

•

What do we know about the potential picks for the Democratic Vice
President?

New Tools and Updates
Tracking lists
We’ve updated our tracking lists for easier organization
and sharing. Create lists of Members of Congress, bills &
resolutions, votes, and committees, and we’ll update you
when there’s activity via email or in an RSS feed.
Lists now support commenting and sharing. You can leave
notes on each tracker explaining your thoughts, then use the
share link to let others see what you’re tracking. Only those
with the right share link will be able to see your list.
Start your own lists on govtrack.us/accounts/lists.

Study guides
Bill pages now feature a “study guide” tab with a list of
key questions about the legislation. Use them as guides for
studying the bills you care about.
Each bill’s study guide is a little different — we
automatically choose which questions to include based on
the information we have available about the bill. Some
questions will change depending on aspects of the bill,
while others will always be applicable. The study guides
are new to GovTrack and are still in development.
For civics teachers, the study guides are a great online
learning activity.

Sample study guide questions.

Committee press statements
We’ve added a statements tab to each committee page.
Use it to find out the latest activity from those committees,
including key information about the bills they are
considering. Tracking committee press statements is a
great way to stay updated about what Congress is doing on
a particular legislative topic. Special thanks to ProPublica
Represent for making press statements available.

A Bill A Minute
Watch GovTrack staffer Jesse Rifkin give a concise
summary of the Coronavirus Regulatory Repeal Act for our
new project A Bill A Minute. Request bills you’d like to see
Jesse summarize by emailing us at hello@govtrack.us or
following us on Twitter.

Our first A Bill a Minute summary.

User guide
We now have brief user
guides to help you get the most
out of GovTrack. They can be
found under the “Using
GovTrack” tab at the top of the
page, and include specific
guides for educators, advocates,
journalists, and congressional
staff.

History of GovTrack
We’ve added a timeline of GovTrack history at the
bottom of our about page. Read about our development
from a startup project back in 2004, to becoming one of the
most successful projects in government transparency and
civic technology today.

The start of the history of GovTrack.us.

